


I. WHAT IS A 
WORLDVIEW AND 
WHY DOES IT MATTER? 









HOW DO YOU MAKE 
SENSE OF THE WORLD?



A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental 
orientation of the heart, that can be expressed 
as a story or in a set of assumptions which 
may be true, partially true or entirely false that 
we hold about the basic constitution of reality, 
and that provides the foundations on which 
we live and move and have our being 


- James Sire 



WHAT IS A WORLDVIEW AND WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

Your worldview is the lens through which 
you view, interpret and make sense of the 

world around you



WHAT IS A WORLDVIEW AND WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

KEY WORLDVIEW QUESTIONS

▸What is really real?  
▸What is the nature of the world around us?  
▸What is a human being?  
▸What happens to a person at death?  
▸Why is it possible to know anything at all?  
▸How do we know right and wrong?  
▸What is the meaning of human history? 



WHAT PERSONAL, LIFE 
ORIENTING, CORE 

COMMITMENTS ARE CONSISTENT 
WITH THIS WORLDVIEW?



WHAT IS A WORLDVIEW AND WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

OUR WORLDVIEW IS A CORE COMPONENT OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

▸Worldview is a fundamental reality of discipleship. 
When we become followers of Jesus we realign our 
way of living to His word. We begin to see the world 
in a new way, and thus live in a new way. 



Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it 
is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 
who are doomed to perish. 7 But we speak God’s 
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of 
this age understood this; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

1 Corinthians 2:6-8



14 Those who are unspiritual[e] do not receive the gifts 
of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and 
they are unable to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual 
discern all things, and they are themselves subject to 
no one else’s scrutiny.
16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord  
    so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.

1Corinthians 2:14-16

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+2&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-28393e%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20e


WHAT IS A WORLDVIEW AND WHY DOES IT MATTER? TEXT

PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF WORLDVIEW QUESTIONS

▸What is at the core of the racial issues we see in our culture and 
communities?  
▸What is at the heart of the political divide we are experiencing?  
▸What is most needed in our culture and communities?  
▸How do we best raise our families?  
▸How do we best engage? 
▸What is the purpose and ultimate aim of your life? 



WHAT IS A WORLDVIEW AND WHY DOES IT MATTER? TEXT

EVAUATING A WORLDVIEW 

▸A worldview must be logically consistent.  

▸A worldview must be empirically consistent. 

▸A worldview must be existentially relevant. 



When I came to you, brothers and sisters,[a] I did 
not come proclaiming the mystery[b] of God to you 
in lofty words or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in 
fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom,[c] but with a demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God.
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+2&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-28380a%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+2&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-28380b%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+2&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-28383c%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20c




THE TRIUNE GOD
THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW 



THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW

The Christian faith holds that God is:  
‣ Triune - One God in three persons 
‣ Transcendent - beyond our ability to grasp 
‣ Immanent - relationally close and present  
‣ Omniscient - all knowing 
‣ Good 



THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW

The doctrine of the trinity is a 
Christian distinctive. 



THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen and 
destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood:
May grace and peace be yours in abundance.
2 Peter 1:1-2



THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen and 
destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood:
May grace and peace be yours in abundance.
2 Peter 1:1-2



THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW

Then God said, “Let us make humankind[c] in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,[d] and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27 So God created humankind[e] in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them;[f] 
    male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:26-27

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-26c%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-26d%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-27e%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NRSV-27f%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20f




THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

▸God is relational  
▸God is self giving love  
▸God is free  
▸God is Holy  
▸God defines personhood  
▸ Jesus reveals the life of the inner life of God 





CREATION
THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW 



• Adam and Eve Turn their back on God’s command to them.  
• Humanity has a natural desire to self and to ignore God’s 

principles for living  
• This attitude is sin  

• Sin breaks our relationship with God. It causes us to fear God and 
try to live our lives outside of his will.  

• The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life (Romans 
6:23) 

THE FALL 



Real happiness comes from understanding our purpose 

•We are created to enjoy a personal relationship with God.  

•Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life - life in 
all its fullness!” John 10:10  

•When we know and love God, and live in harmony with His 
purpose for our lives it produces fruit:

DESIRE: FULFILLMENT AND PURPOSE



As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in 
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who 
is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also 
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
flesh[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we 
were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great 
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 
you have been saved.  

Ephesians 2:1-5

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2&version=NIV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-NIV-29233a%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20a


And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order 
that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ephesians 2:6-10



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Prevenient grace - is the grace that goes before. 
It is the grace of God already at work in my life. 

John 6:44 “No one can come 
to me unless the Father who 
sent me draws them, and I will 
raise them up at the last day.



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Conviction -  

John 16:7b-8 Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I 
go, I will send him to you. 8 When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be in 
the wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment:



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Repentance - Sorrow for sin and an intentional 
reorientation back towards God. 

Luke 3:8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham.



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Justification - being declared righteous by God. 

Romans 5:9 Since we have now been 
justified by his blood, how much more shall we 
be saved from God's wrath through him!



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Regeneration - being made new

Romans 5:9 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come:[fn] The old has gone, 
the new is here!



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Santification - Holy and set apart

1 Corinthians 6:11 And that is what some of 
you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Entire Santification - fully surrendered 
1 Thessalonians 5:23 May God himself, the 
God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, soul and body 
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ



The Order of Salvation

Prevenient Grace

Conviction and awareness of sin

Repentance

Justification

Regeneration

Initial Sanctification

Progressive Sanctification

Entire sanctification

Glorification

Glorification - the fullness of redemption in the 
life to come. 
1 Corinthians 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the 
perishable must clothe itself with the





Nicene Creed – 381 A.D.  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth; 
and of all things visible and invisible. 



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds: 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made; being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made:  
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary, 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.



He suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 
and sits on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The Lord, and Giver of Life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 




